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MEMORANDUM FOR: Office of General Counsel 


STAT 
FROM : 
Chief, Benefits and Services Division 
SUBJECT : Ash Wednesday and Good Friday 


Religious Services 


1. Each year at this time my office arranges for Ash 
Wednesday (28 Feb) and Good Friday (13 Apr) religious services 
to be held in the Headquarters Auditorium. A Bible Study 
Group organized within our Employee Activity Association 
also meets regularly throughout the year in a Headquarters 
Conference Room to discuss religious matters. 


2. Based on reports appearing in local newspapers, there 
appears to be a question of the legality of religious services 
being conducted in federal buildings. 


3. Washington Post Staff writer Larry Kramer says, "the 
General Counsel of the General Services Administration, which 
has jurisdiction over federal office space, said any meeting 
of a sectarian group in Federal offices is clearly forbidden 
by law."' Conversely, Sandra Boodman's article states that 
Federal Judge Quin Elson's decision on Religious Services in 
the Pentagon indicates that religious services can be held in 
federal buildings if they are held out of the view of the public. 
Judge Elson states religious services could be conducted in a 
room or auditorium. 


4. In view of these conflicting articles, we request an 
OGC opinion regarding continuation of our current practice of 
scheduling Ash Wednesday and Good Friday religious services 
in the Headquarters Auditorium and the regular meetings of the 


Bible Study Group. STAT 
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